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SECRET ATHENS 1704 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, PINR, MOPS, PFOR, GR, CY 

SUBJ: PRESS GUIDANCE ON RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS 

FROM GREECE INTO EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 

REFS: (A) NICOSIA 0862; (B) STATE 059928 DTG 31 1702Z 
MAR 73 (NOTAL) 

1. PRESS STORY REPORTED PARAGRAPH 3 REF A ALMOST 
CERTAIN TO BE PICKED UP BY GREEK PRESS AND IN THAT 
EVENT QUITE LIKELY TO STIMULATE FURTHER REACTION, SUCH 
AS PARLIAMENTARY QUERIES, EDITORIALS, ETC. WHICH WILL 
NOT BE HELPFUL IN OUR EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN IMPORTANT US 
MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN GREECE. OUR RECOMMENDATION FOR 
PRESS GUIDANCE SET FORTH PARA. 2 BELOW. THEREFORE IS 
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BE LEAST CONTROVERSIAL IN GREECE. IN ADDITION, WE 
BELIEVE THAT GUIDANCE MUST BE AS CONSISTENT AS POSSIBLE 
WITH INFORMATION, PROVIDED REF B, CONCERNING RECONNAISSANCE 
OPERATIONS PROVIDED TO GOG IN APRIL 1973 IN AFTERMATH OF 
MARCH 1973 LARAF ATTACK ON A C-130. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO QUERIES FROM PRESS, WE SUGGEST 
FOLLOWING GENERAL THEME SHOULD BE PURSUED: QUOTE US 
MILITARY FLIGHT OPERATIONS OVER INTERNATIONAL WATERS ARE 
CONDUCTED ON A CONTINUING BASIS FROM AIRFIELDS IN MANY 
PARTS OF THE WORLD. SOME FLIGHTS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 
AREA ORIGINATE FROM US-UTILIZED FACILITIES IN GREECE. 

ALL SUCH FLIGHTS ARE PART OF THE COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM 
WHICH KEEPS SIXTH FLEET UNITS INFORMED OF THE SITUATION 
IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. 

KUBISCH 
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